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at mediocrity, in this most necessary 
accomplishment. It is very disgust- 
ing to hear m^r/ Who have had good 
opportunities, say they cannot com- 
pose. The truth is, they will not 
take the trouble to Compose. A good 
style of composition is not to be at- 
tained by one effort; it is the effect 
of repeated attempts, and persevering 
exertions. 

I doubt not but Mr. Addison's sen- 
timents have operated with many of 
our clergy, who niight have made a 
very respectable figure as preachers, 
on their own foundation, and from thfe 
resources of their own minds. Bor- 
rowing this sentiment from such high 
authority, men who might have fi- 
gured in the republic of letters, and 
Seen ornaments to true religion, have 
perhaps slumbered away their days 
in listless inactivity arid ease. Let 
candidates for the ministry beware of 
such examples. Let them only know 
them, that they may guard against 
their pernicious influence ; let then) 
understand that they must store their 
minds With useful knowledge, and 
prepare themselves to preach their 
own discourses to the people, if they 
desire to fill th,eit situations with 
Credit, and faithfully to discharge one 
important branch of the duties of the 
christian ministry, I am, &c. 

BtftfEVOtUS. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

Account of an apparatus for teach- 
ing arithmetic to children, expe- 
rienced to be of much benefit. 
THE mechanical apparatus for 
teaching arithmetic before writing, 
is as follows. 

Twelve printed figures of each of 
the digits, and of cyphers, are pasted 
to wooden tablets, of one inch in 
Jcngth, \ of an inch in breadth, and 
$■ of an inch in thickness, with a 
projecting peg from the centre of 
the tablet. 1 he tablets are of birch, 
turned and cut to the above shape. 
A mahogany board on ledges, is pierc- 
ed with 144 holes, which receive the 
pegs of the tablets, so that th^eir edges 
nearly touch- The centres of four of 
these holes are the corners of a rect- 
angle, a little larger than one" of the 
tablets. The board rests on a table. 




The tablets are disposed separately 
in ten boxes on the right and left of 
the board. It is obvious that addi- 
tion, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division, can be conveniently learned 
by such a table, provided the exam- 
ples do not run to a great number of 
places. By such a table a child can 
readily acquire a practical knowledge 
of the rules it learns. He may be- 
gin by setting down the numbers in, 
the natural series, and in columns of 
tens. Then he may proceed to learn 
addition practically, thus; let the 
question' be, what is the sum of tw« 
and three ? lie marks two holes in 
one column, and three in another, 
and thea reckoning down one, and up 

another, he finds the sum 5. / 

In a similar manner is sub-/ r 
traction performed ; and in I 
multiplication, let the ques- 
tion be, what is the product of two 
and three? he takes three column 
Of two, and reckoning them all over 
he finds the sum. 

It would be easy to point out 
various advantages in this method, 
above that of getting the products 
by rote. 

As to the improvement of this ap- 
paratus, I suppose the tablets may 
be conveniently reduced to half'the 
linear magnitude, by this means four 
times as many tablets will be required, 
and computations may be extended 
to twice the number of places. The 
pierced board must not be much 
larger than i describe, otherwise the 
child's hands wdl not reach its ex? 
tremities, and tne farthest boxes of 
tablets conveniently. A similar plan 
might answer for teaching to spell. 

We have been favoured with the 
account of the above apparatus- for 
teaching arithmetic, by a gentleman 
of high and welt deserved rank in 
tlte learned world, who has experienc- 
ed it to be of the greatest utility in 
teaching his own children. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 
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